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4. (canceled) 
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14. (canceled) 

15. (canceled) 

16. (canceled) 

17. (canceled) 

18. (canceled) 

19. (canceled) 

20. (canceled) 

21. (canceled) 


22. (currently amended) Apparatus for separating debris 
from rock on a surface free of standing water comprising: 
a power vacuum source; 

an elongated tubular intake portion of a first 
constant diameter throughout having an a single open entrance end 
and an opposite end wall and excluding anv QB An inos h a i-.t,»»n 
entrance end an d said end wall ; 

an elongated tubular outlet portion of a second 
constant diameter throughout, .smaller than said first constant 
diameter of said intake portion including an entrance <=>nri portion 
extending central lj through said end- wall into fluid communication 
with the interior of said intake portion and an outlet end havinc 


PAGE 7J63 * RCVD AT 11/2712006 7:10:49 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO£FXRF'5/4 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:303 8302016 ' DURATION (mm-ss):13-22 


NOV. 27. 2006 . 3:55PM REILLY FIRM NO. 126 P. 8/63 

REST AVAILABLE COPV 

a _, sinoJ.e e&it opening in communication with said vacuum source, 
said intake portion being of a length substantially greater than 
that of said outlet portion; and 

means for grasping said apparatus in the hands of 
a user to facilitate advancement in a slightly raised position 
above the surface to permit the introduction of a i r , debris and 
rock into said intake portion wfaerextpon any whereby debris lighter 
than rock will be drawn upwardly through said outlet portion into 
said vacuum source and mty rock lifted from the surface will return 
to the landscap e said surface. 

23. (canceled) 

24. (previously presented) The apparatus according to 
claim 22 wherein said grasping means includes at least one handle 
member. 

25. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 

24 wherein said at l east one handle member ^i,^ a a flrst handle 
member £hat extends parallel to a longitudinal axis of said intake 
portion. 

26. - (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 

25 wherein said at least one handle . ^ er inr.lurf^ a second handle 
member £hat extends at an an g l e in a ngrr^cular- m^. to said 
first handle member. 

27. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 
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26 wherein said handlg uiuubuga m luf f ed on 5aid irrtttke aud 
outlet puiLiuns first handle member is located an e 2 te £ jor 
surface of sa , jd jjatakg portion and said secon d handle mft mW ^ 
. locate^ on an exterior surface o f gajd outlet Mrtinn . 

28. {previously presented) The apparatus according to 
claim 22 wherein a pressure state is created within said intake 
portion such that when the intake portion is lifted off of the 
surface, said rock in said intake portion is deposited on said 
surface. 


29. (previously presented) The apparatus according to 
claim 22 wherein said intake portion is at least twice as long as 
said outlet portion. 

30. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 
22 wherein the outlet portion is disposed in a head assembly 
configured for attachment to the intake portion with the outlet 
portion in direct fluid communication with the inlaL intake 
portion, 

31. (currently amended) Apparatus for separating debris 
from rock on a landscape surface in a dry environment comprising: 

an elongated tubular intake portion having a 
constant first diameter throughout said intake nnrH^ i 

an elongated tubular outlet portion having a 
constant second diameter .throughout said outlet, n^^n , said f irst 
diameter being almost twice as great as said second diameter; 
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said intake portion having an open entrance end and 
(a) means defined by an end wall opposite * p said entrance end fnr 
deflecting rocks from entering said outlet portion/ said outlet 
portion including an end portion extending eanti - allj Lhiuuyh from 
said deflecting means into fluid communication with an interior of 
said intake portion; 

a power vacuum source in communication with an 
outlet end of said outlet portion; 

g ald intake portion and jaid outl e t puiLiun i tt 
combinuLiou baluy of a htmgth be extend Lu Lhe vaUL l u u u l ul a 
user; and 

means for grasping and maneuvering said intake 
portion ancj said outlet portion in the hands of a user to 
facilitate advancement and positioning of said apparatus above 
along the landscape surface. 

32. (previously presented) The apparatus according to 
claim 31 wherein said outlet portion is substantially elbow shaped. 

33. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 
31 wherein a diameter of said open entrance end is aquivaleuL 
substantially to a diameter of said opposite end wall. 

34. (currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 
31 wherein said deflecting means includes an end wall opposite said 
open entrance end with a central opening, said end wall extending 
at a substantially right angles- to the direction of flow through 
said intake portion. 


9 


PAGE 10/63 1 RCVD AT 1 1/27/2006 7:10:49 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5f4 * DNISOTO • CSID:303 8302016* DURATION (mm-ss):13-22 


NOV. 27. 2006 3:56PM RE ILLY FIRM NO. 126 P. 11/63 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

35. (canceled) 

36. (canceled) 

37 . (canceled) 
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